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The National Indian Health Board is committed to ensuring that the Tribes remain informed on 
COVID-19 and have the resources and assistance needed to respond to the pandemic. This 
newsletter will contain the latest resources, announcements and information on scheduled calls 
and webinars. 
To view all of our resources, please be sure to visit our COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at 
www.nihb.org/covid-19.  
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NIHB's Acting Chairman and 
CEO Featured in Cronkite News 
story on Telehealth 

On August 10, the 
National Indian 
Health Board 
(NIHB) Acting 
Chairman William 
Smith and NIHB 
CEO Stacy A. Bohlen were quoted in 
an article for Cronkite News, "As 
providers turn to telehealth during 
COVID-19, calls rise for more 
resources in Indian Country."  
 

The article examines the expansion of 
telehealth in Indian Country as both a 
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The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 

sent a Dear Tribal Leader 
Letter (DTLL) requesting 

nominations for the Secretary's 
Tribal Advisory Committee 

(STAC), due September 11, 
2020.  

 
The STAC was established by HHS 

to incorporate Tribal guidance on 
HHS priorities, policies, and budget. 

In working closely with Tribal 
leadership on this committee, the 
Department has elevated the level 

of attention given to the 
government-to-government 

relationship with Indian Tribes and 
has developed mechanisms for 
continuous improvement and 

communication with our 
partnerships with Tribes. 

 

Current Vacancies: 
1. Albuquerque Primary & Alternate 
2. Bemidji Area Primary & Alternate 

3. California Primary & Alternate 
4. Nashville Primary & Alternate 
5. Navajo Primary & Alternate 

6. Oklahoma Primary & Alternate 
7. Portland Primary & Alternate 
8. Tucson Primary & Alternate 
9. National At-Large Primary 

Delegates (2) 
 

Read the full letter.  
 

response to the novel-coronavirus 
pandemic and an important tool for 
improving the health of American 
Indian and Alaska Native people in the 
future. 
 

NIHB CEO Stacy Bohlen, in speaking 
on the need for broadband access for 
telehealth, said, “We have many, many 
households in many communities that 
are not wired. They don’t have fiber 
optics. They don’t have broadband. 
Some don’t have the internet at all, and 
those that do, especially in the more 
remote areas, it is often very unreliable. 
This is part of another, I would say, 
pandemic as far as Indian Country is 
concerned – which is the chronic 
underfunding of our infrastructures.” 
 

NIHB Acting Chair William Smith is a 
board member of the Valdez Native 
Tribe in Valdez, Alaska, a fishing 
village of about 4,000 people, including 
about 750 tribal members. Chief Bill 
recounted his recent trip to Anchorage, 
Alaska, to access a telehealth visit due 
to a lack of resources in his home 
community.  
 

“Telehealth for behavioral health and 
mental health, and a secured system 
for telehealth, would really enhance 
and help what’s going on – especially 
with COVID, because not everybody 
can make the trip up to Anchorage,” 
Smith said. 
 

Read the full article.  
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Use of Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency 
Response (CASPER) for Assessing Behavioral and Mental 
Health, Tuesday, August 11 

The Southeast (HHS Region 4) Mental Health Technology Transfer 
Center Network is hosting a webinar on using the Community Assessment 
for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER). CASPER is an 
epidemiologic technique designed to provide household-based information 
about a community’s needs in a timely, inexpensive, and representative 
manner. While CASPER is well established in determining the needs and 
health status of the community, it is increasingly being piloted to assess 
mental and behavioral health. This webinar will present an overview of 
CASPER, its impact, and examples to highlight how CASPER can be useful 
to assess and monitor behavioral health. Read more.   

 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM Eastern Time 
Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

HRSA Webinar on the Provider Relief Fund, Wednesday, 
August 12 

The Health Resources and Services 
Adminstration is holding a webinar at 3:00 
p.m. Eastern Time on Wednesday, August 
12, regarding funds that are available to 
offset extra costs Tribal clinics have incurred because of COVID-19 and 
even for ways to receive funding to cover revenue that clinics lost because 
of COVID-19. This webinar will provide an opportunity to ask questions 
about the Provider Relief Fund as it pertains to Tribes and Indian Health 
Care providers. If you have any questions, please contact 
consultation@hhs.gov.   
  

Wednesday, Aug 12, 2020 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing call-in information and 

the actual link to join the webinar. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Returning to K-12 Education — Using Science to Keep 
Children, Teachers and Staff Safe, Wednesday, August 12 
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The American Public Health Association and the National Academy of 
Medicine are hosting its 13th webinar in the Responding to COVID-19: A 
Science-Based Approach webinar series. This webinar will cover takeaways 
from recent data and expert opinion on opening K-12; lessons from K-12 
reopening experiences in Europe; incorporation of pandemic health 
practices in schools; and plans for the Spring 2021 semester.  
 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 
 

 

 

COVID-19 in Indian Country: Past Policy, Current Responses, 
and Future Implications, Tuesday, August 18 

 

The coronavirus pandemic has had a 
disproportionate impact on American Indian 
and Alaska Native communities. Leading up 
to this current crisis, many state and federal policies undercut Tribal 
sovereignty, leaving Tribal healthcare systems underfunded and ill-equipped 
to respond to the spread of COVID-19 in their communities. In response, 
Tribes have exercised their inherent sovereignty to implement a range of 
infection control measures, with community-led initiatives providing creative 
and nimble solutions to the evolving crisis. This webinar will introduce 
participants to key principles in Indian law and Tribal public health law, 
discuss the impact of COVID-19 in Indian Country, and identify response 
strategies based upon practical experience.  
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM EST 

Register for the Webinar 
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Announcements 

 
 

    

 
 

 

NIHB Leads Efforts on Joint Letter to Congress Opposing 
Policy Changes to Medicaid FMAP 

Tribal Nations and organizations encouraged to send their own letter - 
template available! 

 

On July 27, the National Indian Health Board 
(NIHB) sent a joint letter to Congress firmly 
opposing any policy that would undo decades of 
precedent in federal Medicaid policy towards 
Tribal Nations by extending 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP) to States for Medicaid services rendered by providers outside the 
Indian health system to American Indians/Alaska Natives. This policy would 
seek to stabilize state Medicaid programs at the direct expense of the Indian 
health system, and runs contrary to federal trust and treaty obligations.  
 

NIHB was joined by Tribal Nations, National Congress of American 
Indians, National Council of Urban Indian Health, and multiple regional 
Tribal organizations in this important advocacy. NIHB encourages all Tribal 
Nations and organizations to join us in showing that Indian Country is 
uniformly opposed to this provision by sending similar letters. Please find 
this template letter on NIHB's Tribal COVID-19 Resource Center. Read the 
joint letter here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCC 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window 

DEADLINE EXTENDED! Applications Now due 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM ET 
 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a 
greater need for high-speed internet connections 
as communities turn to telemedicine. The Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window is unique 
opportunity for Tribes in rural areas to directly access unassigned spectrum 
over their Tribal lands, subject to buildout requirements. Read more here.   
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Medicare Eligible Hospitals: Hardship Exception Application 
Application Deadline: Sept. 1, 2020  
 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) opened the 
hardship exception application submission period for Medicare’s Eligible 
Hospital (EH) Hardship Exception to avoid the 2021 payment adjustment. 
EHs that utilized 2014 Certified Resource and Patient Management System 
(RPMS) Electronic Health Record (EHR) and were unable to demonstrate 
Promoting Interoperability (formerly known as Meaningful Use) in CY 2019 
may need to apply for a hardship. Read the full memo here.  
  
The deadline to apply for an EH Hardship Exceptions is Tuesday, 
September 1, 2020. Please note: This deadline has been extended from the 
original date of July 1, 2020 due to COVID-19. Direct all inquiries to Drew 
Morgan andrew.morgan@cms.hhs.gov related to hardship exceptions. For 
IHS Specific questions related to the hardship exception, please direct all 
inquiries to IHS’s Promoting Interoperability Team 
at promotinginteroperabilityteam@ihs.gov.  

 

 

 

 

Serious Adverse Health Events 
Associated with Methanol-based 
Hand Sanitizers  
 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) issued the following 
Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory 
on July 5, 2020. On June 19, 2020, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) advised consumers not to use any 
hand sanitizer manufactured by “Eskbiochem SA de CV” in Mexico, due to 
the potential presence of methanol, a “toxic alcohol”, as an active ingredient, 
which can cause blindness and/or death when absorbed through the skin or 
when swallowed. Since then, FDA has identified additional ABHSR products 
that contain methanol and is working with manufacturers and distributors on 
a voluntary recall of these products. Read more.   
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Visit the NIHB COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at www.nihb.org/covid-19.  
Reach the NIHB COVID-19 Response Team, contact CWheeler@nihb.org  
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For media inquiries, contact April Hale at AHale@nihb.org  
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